
North Aurora 101: A Living History
Image: Hartsburg & Hawksley Mill, ca. 1900



About This 
Program

HISTORY QUIZ!

Put a sticker on your street so we can 
see where everyone is from...

Help us identify the people in old 
photographs.

Browse copies of archival documents, 
including North Aurora news from 
the early 1970s and Expo Park 
pamphlets from the 1930s

DISPLAYS

Let's take a walk through North Aurora's

timeline together. With a show of hands,

pick the correct answer out of the three

choices.



North Aurora 
used to be 

called...

A.South Batavia

B.Schneider's Mill

C.Skull Island



B. Schneider's 
Mill or

Schneider's 
Crossing



John Peter Schneider

Born: 1801/2, Frankfurt 
Rhine-Main, Germany

Lived: Philadelphia, 
Michigan, North Aurora

Married: 
1826, Philadelphia, PA

Died: 28 June 1883 (82), 
Aurora, Kane Co.



Wabaunsee, Wah-bahn-se, Waubonsee, Waabaanizii in 
the contemporary Ojibwe language, and Wabanzi in the 
contemporary Potawatomi language (meaning "He 
Causes Paleness" in both languages).

Shabbona, Sha-bon-na), Shabonee, Shaubena, 
Shab-eh-nay



John Peter Schneider

Born: 1801/2, Frankfurt 
Rhine-Main, Germany

Lived: Philadelphia, 
Michigan, North Aurora

Married: 
1826, Philadelphia, PA

Died: 28 June 1883 (82), 
Aurora, Kane Co.











The Dam Debate



The 
Exposition 

Park in North 
Aurora 

claimed...
A. ...to be the "Coney Island of the 

Middle West."

B. ...it was second largest park of its 

kind in the state.

C. ...it had the largest outdoor pool in 

the world.



Answer: All of the above!



What started state fairs?















Messenger 
Public Library 
gets its name 

from...
A. ...Serving as the “messenger” of 

education for all, no matter what age, 

during the WPA

B. ...the mayor, Howard Messenger

C. ...from JPS great granddaughter, Emeline











Emeline 
Schneider Messenger

Born: 1902, Aurora, Kane Co.

Lived: North Aurora

Married: Howard Messenger

Died: 7 April 2000 (97),
Aurora, Kane Co.
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